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Scope of the conference  
POLYSACCHARIDES are used for food, for health care and for materials due to their 
renewable character and their low carbon footprint. However, due to the complexity of their 
synthesis in nature, to the difficulty in dis-assembling them, to the highly multidisciplinary 
character of polysaccharide research and to the very large variety of applications, there is a 
need for events where all the scientific specialties will meet. EPNOE International 
Polysaccharide Conferences are now key features of the calendar of European scientific 
events. The conference has been organized biannually since 2009. The conference aim is to 
bring together students, scientists and specialists working in industry, universities and research 
institutes to exchange experiences, present research results, develop a platform for mutual 
scientific contacts and intensify academic/industry cooperation.  
Since 2013, the EPNOE International Polysaccharide Conference has been promoted and 
organised jointly by the European Polysaccharide Network of Excellence (EPNOE) and the 
Cellulose and Renewable Materials Division of the American Chemical Society (ACS). On 
behalf of EPNOE and ACS, we have the pleasure to invite you to participate.  
 
Scientific Program  
 Polysaccharides – Resources, Isolation and Standardization  
 Physical and Chemical Characterization of Polysaccharides and their Derivatives in Bulk, 

Solution and on Surfaces (e.g., Molecular and Supramolecular Structure, Morphology, 
Assembling and Dissembling, Interaction with Solvents and Surfaces)  
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Scientific programme:
n  Polysaccharides – resources, isolation and standardization
n  Physical and chemical characterization of polysaccharides and their derivatives in bulk, solution  

and on surfaces (e.g., molecular and supramolecular structure, morphology, assembling  
and dissembling, interaction with solvents and surfaces)

n  Biotechnology of polysaccharides and their applications (bacterial cellulose, dextran, etc.)
n  Chemistry of polysaccharides – novel synthesis paths and new products
n  Solvents for polysaccharides for shaping, analysing and homogeneous chemistry
n   Fibres, films, sponges, particles and composites derived from polysaccharides and their derivatives
n  Nanotechnology with polysaccharides and their derivatives (nanocellulose, nanoparticles, whiskers)
n  Applications of polysaccharides and polysaccharide derivatives (food, pharma, cosmetics, laundry, 

and other fields of interest)
n  Pulp and paper
n  Conversion of polysaccharide biomass into biofuels, platform chemicals, or energy

EPNOE-ACS committee:
Pedro Fardim (EPNOE-Finland), Chairperson Kevin Edgar (ACS-USA)
Patrick Navard (President EPNOE) Thomas Heinze (EPNOE-Germany) 
Youssef Habibi (ACS-Luxemburg) Valeria Harabagiu (EPNOE-Romania) 
Anton Huber (EPNOE-Austria) Marie-Pierre Laborie (ACS-Germany) 
Karin Stana-Kleinschek (EPNOE-Slovenia)

Local organizer:
Ralf Bauer, Chairman Thomas Heinze, Vice-Chairman Frank Meister Andreas Koschella
Michael Schöbitz Martin Gericke Sabine Rother Annett Pfeiffer

Contact: epnoe2017@messe-erfurt.de




